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Aims of the policy and teaching programme 
 
• To develop an interest in learning other languages. 
• To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and stimulating. 

• To encourage children’s confidence and creative skills. 
• To stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language. 
• To encourage children to be aware that language has a structure and that the structure differs from one 

language to another. 
• To help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries. 
• To develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 

• To lay the foundations for future language learning. 
 

Intention  
 

The intention of the Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum at St Stephen’s Primary School is that children 

are taught to develop an interest in learning other languages in a way that is enjoyable and stimulating. We 
encourage children’s confidence and creative skills through the teaching of French and strive to stimulate and 
encourage children’s curiosity about language. We help children develop their awareness of cultura l differences in 

France and French speaking countries such as Cameroon, Belgium and Saint Lucia. We strive to embed the skills 

of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills necessary to enable children to use and apply their French learning 
in a variety of contexts and lay the foundations for future language learning. 
 

Implementation  
 
Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children’s skills in languages, through regular taught lessons. 
Children progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. Children are 

encouraged and supported to develop their speaking and listening skills through conversational work, singing activities 
and games. As confidence and skill grows, children record their work through a range of tailored activities to ensure 

that all children can access the MFL curriculum that is outlined in the National Curriculum.  
All class teachers in KS2 will regularly teach French as their Modern Foreign Language. We use the Rigolo scheme. 
Additionally, we have a day across the school to celebrate the European Day of Languages and French speaking 
countries to raise engagement with MFL across the school community. In cookery sessions, children will cook and 
experience French foods. 
 

Impact 
 
The learning challenges used, to plan and teach MFL, ensure that children are accessing work at age related 
expectations, with regular opportunities to be challenged in a range of speaking and listening activities. Children are 
assessed according to age related expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the 
school assessment calendar using the school’s tailor made assessment system. This information is recorded by teaching 

staff and monitored by the coordinator.  
 
Our Objectives 
 
Our objectives are closely linked to the key stage 2 framework for languages and the Programme of Study for 
Languages and include opportunities for pupils to undertake the following: 

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  



 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and 

meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek 
clarification and help  

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or 
using familiar words and phrases 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into 
familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, such as (where relevant): feminine, 
masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of 
the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are 

similar to English.  

 hear and interact with a range of voices including the teacher and native speakers (through the use of 
video clips or recordings) 
 

 memorise words 
 

 work individually and collaboratively, taking an active role in group tasks, planning as appropriate 
 

 read aloud, practice in groups and pairs in order to gain confidence and enjoyment as independent readers 
of the target language 

 

 learn about cultural traditions, aspects of everyday life and celebrations in France and French speaking 
countries and make comparisons with their own 

 

 plan and prepare spoken language for real purposes to perform to an audience, e.g. role-play activities  
 

 gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement 
 
Inclusion Statement 

 
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other 
activities are often carried out in languages other than English.  The rise of international commerce means that 
pupils need to be equipped with the skills needed by the international workplace. The choice of which language to 
teach is secondary to the lifelong language learning skills that the pupils will be encouraged to develop. Skills that 
they will be able access in the future, to learn new languages or to improve their competence in an existing language. 



Increased capability in the use of MFL promotes initiative, confidence and independent learning and encourages 

diversity within society.   
 
Primary Languages teaching at St Stephen’s Primary School is fully inclusive.  No child is excluded by reason of a 
learning difficulty, or because they have English as an additional language.  Experience has indeed shown that such 
children can derive particular benefit from taking part in Primary Languages learning activities in which they may 
be less disadvantaged than in other areas of the curriculum.   

 
Language learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full and active participation of all 
pupils.  Work is differentiated as appropriate to the needs of individual children.  Pairs and groups for 
collaborative work may be made up in different ways, depending on the task.  
 
Individual class teachers are responsible for ensuring that the activities included in the lesson match the ability of 

the pupils in every group.  Some tasks will need to be extended as appropriate to provide additional challenge for 
more able pupils and others will need to be sufficiently adapted to be accessible for less able learners.  The MFL Co-
ordinator will be responsible for providing guidance to other colleagues who might need suggestions about how tasks 
and activities can be adapted. 
 
Organisation 

 
Each child has an exercise book to record their learning. As the very nature of the MFL scheme of work is practical 
and verbal, this exercise book is only a small representation of all the work covered and is used to record written 
work. Formal pieces of work are recorded digitally using QR codes, which may be displayed in exercise books, and 
using software such as Seesaw.  
 

Roles of stakeholders 

Governors 

The role of the governors at St. Stephens C of E Primary School is to ensure that staff provided children with 

quality first, planned sessions regularly. Ensuring that steps are taken for all children to have the best opportunity 

to access and achieve the objectives of the MFL curriculum at the correct level for their age. 

Teachers 

The role of the teachers at St. Stephens C of E Primary School is to ensure that children receive quality first, 

planned sessions regularly. In these planned sessions, teacher will encourage children to participate and develop their 

confidence with in listening to, speaking, reading and recording French. Ensuring that steps are taken for all 

children to have the best opportunity to access and achieve the objectives of the MFL curriculum at the correct level 

for their age. 

Children 

The role of the children at St. Stephens C of E Primary School is to ensure that they engage fully in their MFL 

lessons to ensure that they have the best opportunity to learn and enjoy the French language. In doing this they will 

maximize their own opportunities to achieve the objectives of the MFL curriculum and the expected standard for 

their age. 

Parents 



The role of the parents at St. Stephens C of E Primary School is to ensure that they fully support their children’s 

curiosity about language and encourage them to participate to the best of their ability so that they have the best 

opportunity to learn and enjoy the French language. In doing this they will maximize their children’s opportunities to 

achieve the objectives of the MFL curriculum and the expected standard for their age. 

Cross-curricular links and Basic Skill Application 
 

Within the content of the scheme of work, there are clear links with learning in the following areas:   

 Literacy  - through reading, writing and speaking and listening 

 Maths – through recognition, practice, calculations 

 Geography – through learning about the location of countries, through exploring similarities and 
differences between places 

 PSHCE – through learning about attitudes towards others, through exploring cultural similarities and 
differences, through discussion about stereotypes and misconceptions, through working and co-operating with 

others 

 Science – through learning about keeping healthy, food and exercise 

 PE – through active games, parachute games, warm up activities 
 
Assessment  
 
The learning challenges used, to plan and teach MFL, ensure that children are accessing work at age related 
expectations, with regular opportunities to be challenged through higher-level objectives. Children are assessed 

according to age related expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the school 
assessment calendar. This information is recorded and monitored by the co-ordinator.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The co-ordinator will monitor the planning and coverage of MFL on a regular basis. It is also the role of the co-
ordinator to evaluate the success of the teaching and learning of French through: 

 

 Discussion with staff. 

 Regular review of children’s work and teacher’s planning, 
 
The results of this monitoring and evaluation process will be used by the co-ordinator to inform the review of the 
MFL policy, influence the provision and ordering of resources and impact on future advice to staff on the teaching 
and learning of French. This will then inform the co-ordinator’s action plan for the following year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


