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Introduction 

 
At St. Stephen’s C of E Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning 
opportunities to engage in history. History is about real people who lived, and real events, which 
happened in the past. History is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of 

evidence about the past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and 
economic relationships.  
 

Aims and Objectives  
 
The aim of history teaching here at St Stephen’s Church of England is to stimulate the children’s 
interest and understanding about the life of people, who lived in the past. We teach children a sense 

of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based 
on their historical heritage. In doing this, they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in 
modern multicultural Britain. Through consideration of how people lived in the past, they are better 
able to make their own life choices today. In our school, history makes a significant contribution to 
citizenship education by teaching about how Britain developed as a democratic society. We teach 
children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today. In history at our 

school, there are opportunities for children to find evidence, summarise their findings and  reach 
their own conclusions - developing their skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving.  
The aims of history in our school are:  
 

 to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables 
them to enjoy all that history has to offer;  

 to make children aware of the actions of important people in history; 

 to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how 
things have changed over time;  

 to develop a sense of chronology;  

 to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed 
and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education;  

 to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of 
European history;  

 to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world;  

 to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of 
their cultural heritage;  

 to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and 
presentation.  

 

The Planning of History 
 
We use the national curriculum for history as the basis for our curriculum planning in history, but 
we have adapted this to the local context by building on the successful units of work already in place. 

We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and 
knowledge in each unit and we build on planned progression through the school, so that the children 
are increasingly challenged as they move through the year groups.  
We carry out the planning of history in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). 
The long-term plan maps the history topics studied in each term during each Key Stage and the 
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children study history topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key Stage 1. Some topics 
have a particular historical focus and in Key Stage 2, we place an increasing emphasis on 
independent historical study. We teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the 
National Curriculum, through the corresponding programme of study.  

As the basis for our medium-term plans, we use the National Curriculum, which gives details of the 
topics required to be covered offer specific age ranges – Key Stage One, Lower Key Stage Two and 
Upper Key Stage Two. The history subject leader reviews these plans on a regular basis. At St. 
Stephen’s C of E Primary School, we ensure that children have complete coverage of the National 
Curriculum and do not have to repeat topics.  
Working from the medium term plans, the class teacher writes an outline for each history lesson 

(short-term plans). These list the specific learning objectives of each taught lesson of the topic. 
 

History in Foundation Stage  
 
We teach history in Early Years Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. In the Foundation Stage, we relate the history side of the children’s work to the 
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for 

children aged three to five. History makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of 
developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up 
in historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of 
new and old, in relation to their own lives. 
 

Records of Progress and Assessment 
 

At St. Stephen’s C of E Primary School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. 
Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation – to ensure that all children 
can access the history curriculum. To ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress 
is being made ; feedback is given to the children as soon as possible through verbal and written feedback. 
The marking of history work is guided by the school’s Marking Policy. There are no formal National 
Curriculum requirements for testing in history, therefore the assessment of children’s work is on-going 

and is recorded is recorded at the end of each unit of work for a year group. The attainment of 
children is reported to parents at the end of each academic year via school reports and informally at 
termly Parent Evenings. 
 

Resources 
 
Resources are gradually being built up over time, as funds permit. At St. Stephen’s C of E Primary 
School, we are fortunate to have a bank of historical artefacts. These resources are stored centrally, 

in labelled boxes and need to be collected at the beginning and returned by staff at the end of each 
topic. A folder of suitable visits/speakers to enhance History teaching is held by the co-ordinator. 
 

Equal Opportunities / SEN 
 
In history, equal opportunities are provided in accordance with the school’s equal opportunities policy.  
Children with learning difficulties, are given support within the class and through careful planning 

teachers ensure that the history curriculum is accessible to every child at St Stephen’s C of E Primary 
School. 
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The role of the History Co-ordinator 
 
The role of the co-ordinator is to: 
 

 Take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work and guidelines 

designed to ensure progression and continuity in History throughout the school. 

 Be available to help and assist staff in the planning and teaching of the subject, 
implementation of the schemes of work, any assessment and record keeping activities 
required. 

 Monitor progress in History and advise the Executive Headteacher on action needed. 

 Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for History. 

 Keep up to date with developments in History education and disseminate information to 
colleagues as appropriate.  This includes the organisation of any In Service Training 
necessary for staff and liaison with LA advisory staff. 

 
 

 


