
 

Our school values, the St Stephen’s Six, are at the heart of our school. Providing children with an 
awareness of these values, and ensuring they understand the importance of them, enable our children to 

be better equipped for today and the future. 
 

 
 

               Compassion         Trust        Perseverance         Respect          Tolerance        Friendship 
 

Curriculum Rationale 
At St Stephen’s, our curriculum strives to develop resilient, reflective and independent learners who 
make progress across the curriculum and achieve the highest standards possible in a safe, secure 
environment that pupils can thrive within. 
 

Art Intent 
 Our Art curriculum is designed to engage, inspire and challenge pupils, whilst equipping them with the 
knowledge and skills to be able to experiment, invent and create their own works of art. As pupils 
progress, they should gain deeper understanding of how art and design reflects and shapes our history, 
and how it contributes to the culture, creativity and wealth of our world. By revisiting, reviewing and 
extending, we endeavor to provide all of our learners with the language needed to be able to critically 
evaluate their work and the work of a range of artists from different cultures and time periods, whilst 
ensuring we follow the requirements of the statutory National Curriculum 2014.     

Art Implementation 
Throughout the St. Stephen’s journey, every child is given the opportunity to learn the skills of drawing, 
painting, printing, sculpture and digital art through the exploration of an initial key artwork. The key 
artwork stimulates the critical evaluation of the formal elements, which are promoted throughout each 
unit and are displayed in KS1 and KS2 classrooms. Through in-depth discussion, the pupils explore how 
their art can share commonalities with famous art and use subject specific vocabulary to discuss key 
artworks and their own work. In the development of confident art critics, the pupils share their opinions 
and make informed observations about what will improve their own practical work.  
 
In KS1 and KS2, skills are planned in to be revisited, giving the children the opportunity to extend their 
knowledge and practice in the context of a variety of artworks from a range of eras. Cross-curricular links 
are promoted to allow all children to deepen their understanding across the curriculum, including the 
use of ICT, and artworks from year group specific historical, geographical and scientific contexts. 
Teachers follow a clear progression of skills which ensure all pupils are challenged in-line with their year 
group expectations and given opportunity to build on their prior knowledge. Opportunities to reflect and 
develop, including through the use of sketchbooks, and chances for self and peer- assessment are 
planned into each unit of study in KS1 and KS2.  
 



In EYFS, the creative development of the children is promoted in line with the Early Learning Goals which 
underpin the curriculum planning. Experiences through a wide range of activities encourage the children 
to make connections between areas of learning and further develop their understanding. Opportunities 
for imagination, creativity and the use of a range of senses are built into the rich Foundation 
environment.  

Art Impact 
The impact of our Art curriculum is to promote the opportunity for every child to be an artist. By 
embedding the formal elements, every child is encouraged to be creative, innovative and reflective on 
their own and others’ practice using the subject specific vocabulary to support their reasoning. Through 
the use of sketchbooks and in-depth discussion around artists, their art and practices, pupils learn that 
art can be constantly reviewed and developed, further promoting the resilient, independent learners of 
St. Stephen’s.  
 
An increased understanding of visual language will ensure every pupil has opportunity to express 
themselves and their ideas in a range of media, preparing them for the next phase of their learning. 
Achievements are celebrated in classrooms during walking-galleries and corridor displays, and by 
building in increasing connections with Arts Award providers and local galleries, we aim to develop our 
future artists and their appreciation of the art around them.  
 
Through the use of a termly assessment tracker and data analysis, we ensure that children who are 
achieving well, as well as those who are in need of additional support are identified, and additional 
provision and strategies are planned in and discussed with class teachers. 

 


