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Policy Statement 
Music at St. Stephen’s Church of England Primary School 
aims to develop aesthetic sensitivity and stimulate creative 
ability in all pupils through an active involvement in 
listening, composing and performing.  We further believe 
that through a variety of musical activities and experiences 
children have the opportunity to develop personal skills 
and also learn to work co-operatively. Alongside this 
children develop further the skills of being resilient, 
reflective and independent learners.  We, accordingly, 
strive to raise the profile of music throughout the school 
and increase self-confidence and provide a firm base upon 
which all our children may build. 
 
Aims & Objectives  
 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire 
and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal 
expression and it can play an important part in the 
personal development of people. Music reflects the 
culture and society we live in and so the teaching and 
learning of music enables children to better understand 
the world they live in. Besides being a creative and 
enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and 
demanding subject. It also plays an important part in 
helping people feel part of a community.  
We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, 
perform and enjoy music.  



The aims of music teaching are to enable children to:  
• Know and understand how sounds are made and then 

organised into musical structures.  
• Know how music is made through a variety of 

instruments.  
• Know how music is composed and written down.  
• Know how music is influenced by the time, place and 

purpose for which it was written.  
• Develop the interrelated skills of performing, 

composing and appreciating music.  
• Musical appreciation.  

 
In the teaching and learning of Music, there are a number 
of objectives.  
The children should have the experience to enable them 
to:  
• Listen and respond physically to many different kinds 

of music with increasing confidence, skill and 
expression.  

• Play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs 
from memory.  

• Add accompaniments  
• Create, improvise and develop short compositions, 

with increasing confidence, imagination and control, 
performing to a group or class  

• Explore, and enjoy, the way sounds and silence can 
create different moods and effects.  



•  Explore their thoughts and feelings through 
responding physically, intellectually and emotionally 
to a variety of different kinds of music from varying 
cultures and times.  

 
 
National Curriculum Requirements 
 
We follow the ‘Charanga Music School’: an online music 
curriculum supported by the Wolverhampton Music 
School.  It reflects the 2014 National Curriculum for 
Music’s stated purpose of study and aims. 
 
The Foundation Stage follows Development Matters in the 
Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS). 
 
Cross Curricular Links 
 
Charanga Music School has a wide range of topics 
complementing all subjects of the National Curriculum 
which allows children the opportunity to make further 
links between music and its place in the world.   
 
Ipads 
Children have access to Ipads to support their learning in 
music. Ipads are currently used to record children singing 
and composing using instruments. Children can also access 
a variety of Apps including Garage Band which allows them 



to choose from a variety of instruments to play, record 
and create their own music.  
 
Extra Curricular Activities 
 
Music tuition – brass and woodwind group once a week by 
a peripatetic teacher from the Music School. 
School choir runs on a weekly basis for children to practise 
songs they enjoy in readiness for local concerts.  
Children also participate in the Young Voices concert that 
take place annually at the Resorts World Arena in 
Birmingham.  
Children also sing in the annual ‘Singing in the rain’ event 
in Queen Square with other children from across the City.  
 
Planning and Implementation 
 
Charanga Music School has produced a ‘Music Plan’ and a 
starter example is provided.  The units of work, themed 
topics and instrumental courses can be combined in the 
best way to suit the children and the whole school 
curriculum.  It states that it is essential that children cover 
all aspects of the curriculum throughout the key stage. 
 
The time allocated to music is a least one hour each week. 
 
The Foundation Stage 
 



Teacher led focus activities from Charanga Music School 
are incorporated at least once a week and there is an area 
for music within class. Here children can play percussion 
instruments and engage with online music activities 
Singing and rhymes also form an integral part of the 
Foundation Stage curriculum, and are ongoing throughout 
the key stage. Children also access the BBC Super Movers 
Songs that have cross curricular links  
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
We believe that all children, irrespective of background, 
race, gender, and capability, should have equal access to 
the curriculum as stated in each curriculum policy.  Our 
policies on SEN, Equal Opportunities and Race Equality 
outline the aims and principles we follow and give 
guidelines for these areas.  Our school is ethnically diverse 
and we strive to celebrate our varied cultures and 
recognise that music is an important medium for this. 
 
Charanga Music School uses music from around the world, 
but also has detailed sections on supporting special needs, 
meeting individual needs, differentiation, and identifies 
and supports musically able children. 
 
Management 
 
Classes take music lessons in class at a time allocated to 
them.  Separate hall times are set aside for Reception, KS1 



and KS2 for Songs and Praise, which is designed to practise 
the school song repertoire and support ongoing skills.  
 
Resources and Safety Issues 
 
All music resources are kept in the music room, and staff 
have a full inventory of available resources. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Please refer to school policy on Health and Safety. 
 
Assessment 
 
The scheme provided by Charanga enables staff to track 
children’s progression clearly and has assessment to 
support the planning it provides.  As with other 
Foundation subjects, an online assessment pro-forma is 
provided for staff to use in accordance with the school’s 
assessment policy.  The co-ordinator is also required to 
moderate children’s progress in their musical education by 
termly interviews with a selection of children alongside 
recordings of children composing and performing music.  
 
Assessment for music in the foundation stage is based on 
the guidelines within the expressive arts and design area 
of the EYFS curriculum and is acquired through ongoing 
written observation and photographic evidence.  Progress 



in music is part of the written report to parents at the end 
of each year. 
 
Reports to Parents 
 
Progress in music is part of the written report to parents at 
the end of each year. 
 
Parental Involvement 
 
Parents are invited to musical productions and other 
musical events, including assemblies and mass 
celebrations at St. Stephen’s Church.  Whenever possible 
we encourage parents to share their own musical talents 
especially considering the cultural diversity of both 
schools. 
 
 
Wolverhampton Music School 
 
The Wolverhampton Music School provides free 
workshops to schools in the city and these are booked 
yearly for classes throughout the key stages by the Music 
Co-ordinator.  Where a minimum number of workshops 
are available, the bookings are rotated for year groups 
accordingly. 
 
 
 


