
 

Our school values, the St Stephen’s Six, are at the heart of our school. Providing children with an 
awareness of these values, and ensuring they understand the importance of them, enable our children to 

be better equipped for today and the future. 
 

 
 

               Compassion         Trust        Perseverance         Respect          Tolerance        Friendship 
 

Curriculum Rationale 
At St Stephen’s, our curriculum strives to develop resilient, reflective and independent learners who 
make progress across the curriculum and achieve the highest standards possible in a safe, secure 
environment that pupils can thrive within. 

Geography Intent 
 Our aim is that, through the teaching of Geography at St Stephen’s Church of England, we provide a 
purposeful platform for exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it 
has evolved. We want to ensure that through Geography, pupils are able to explore the relationship 
between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment.  

In Geography, pupils in our school will learn the skills of understanding locational knowledge; how and 
where people fit into its overall structure. We also intend for children to become passionate and 
knowledgeable about our local community and beyond, by learning through experiences in practical and 
some fieldwork activities.  

Geography Implementation 

• Children at St Stephen’s participate in a minimum of one hour Humanities lesson time a week.   

• Quality first teaching in all year groups with coaching and mentoring to ensure progression of 
skills.  

• Effective CPD available to staff to ensure high levels of confidence and knowledge are 
maintained. 

• A progression of skills with each year group, which enables pupils to build on and develop their 
skills each year.  

• Using a wide range of resources, including Twinkl. 

• Give children opportunities, where possible, to study artefacts leading to enquiry, investigation, 
analysis, interpretation, evaluation and presentation.  

• Allow children to have a sense of geographical location within the world, with a labelled world 
map in each classroom.  



• Effective use of education visits, to enrich and enhance the pupil’s learning experience and the 
Geography curriculum.  

• Highly effective Assessment for Learning in different points in each lesson to ensure 
misconceptions are highlighted and addressed. 

• Effective modelling by teachers to ensure children are able to achieve their learning object, with 
misconceptions addressed within it.  

• Through using a range of assessment tools, differentiation will be facilitated by teachers, to 
ensure that each pupils can access the Geography curriculum.  

• Clear success criteria/ Steps to Success for pupils to use, in order to achieve the Learning 
Objective with differing element of independence. Including opportunities for children to create 
their own as a class.  

• Pupils given the opportunity for Self or Peer Assessment, which will then be used to inform 
planning, preparation, differentiation and address misconceptions within that lesson, or for the 
next lesson.  

• Embedded cross-curricular links with other subjects, such as Maths, Literacy and ICT.  

• Educational, immersive displays that answer key questions, creating a rich learning environment 
for each Geography focus.  

• Clearly visible maps or globes in each classroom, in order to familiarise pupils with the world map 
and our location in that world.   

• To embed our Christian values throughout Geography of perseverance, respect, trust, friendship, 
tolerance and compassion.  

• Our Foundation Assessment Tracker allows us to use data to inform practice.  

Outstanding Geography teaching builds on children’s interests and prior knowledge. Across our lessons, 
there will be opportunities for:  

• What children already know about an area.  
• Analysing of ideas and or misconceptions 
• Discussing ideas and theories therefore addressing misconceptions. 

EYFS 

Learning in class will be matched to ability or mixed ability, depending on the needs of the pupils and 
class. This will be achieved through a range of strategies including outstanding quality first teaching, 
children’s learning which is matched to their relative starting point, peer work to share and voice ideas 
and opportunity for application to show new learning and progress made over the lesson in a skill. In 
EYFS, children’s learning is theme based, with a mixture of child and adult-led learning and discussions. 

 

Geography Impact 

 The impact of this curriculum design will lead to outstanding progress over time across key stages 
relative to a child’s individual starting point and their progression of skills. Children will therefore be 
expected to leave St Stephen’s reaching at least age related expectations for Geography. Our Geography 
curriculum will also lead pupils to be enthusiastic Geography learners, evidenced in a range of ways, 
including pupil voice and their work.  



 


